Words Matter Wallet Card

Cut and fold the wallet-sized resource below for a
quick reference on which words to use, and which
to avoid when referencing substance use disorder.

1. Cut along the black outline
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Words Matter: Words to use.

* Person with substance use disorder

* Person with alcohol use disorder

* Substance use disorder

* Drug misuse, harmful use

* Testing negative/positive for substance use
* Personin (long-term) recovery

* Medication for opioid use disorder (MOUD)
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2. Fold here

This material was prepared by IPRO. It is modified by Superior Health Quality Alliance, a Quality Innovation Network-Quality Improvement
Organization under contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS). Views expressed in this material do not necessarily reflect the official views or policy of CMS or HHS, and any
reference to a specific product or entity herein does not constitute endorsement of that product or entity by CMS or HHS.
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