
            

HOW LIKELY ARE PATIENTS TO SUFFER AN OPIOID SIDE EFFECT? 
80% or 4 out of 5. 

Constipation 

41% 
Nausea 
and Vomiting 

Sedation or 
Lightheadedness 

33% 

Tolerance 
(Requiring higher dose) 

29% 
Dependence 
(Relying on drug) 

25% 

Respiratory 
depression and death6% 

 (1/550 in 2.6 years) 

0.2% 

Source: Opioids and Adverse E˜ects, Wanderer et al., Anesthesia and Analgesia, 10/2016 


