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Dear I lealth Centel Leader:

Antimicrobial t'esistance is a serious health issue that can lead to infections that do not respond to
antibiotic medication. The etnergence of antibiolic-r'esistant bactelia is a global heattb threat, ancl
atldressing this thleat is a national and a Depattment of Health ancl I funlan Ser.viccs priority. On
May 21,2017, Secretaly ]'homas E. Price, M.D. led the u.s. delegatìon at the T0rl,woLld Healttr
Assembly, to strcngthen global health security and address anlirnic'obial resistance.l

The centets for Meclicare & Medicaicl Services (cMS) has implementcd scver.al antibiotic
stewardship plogLanls to teduce and ptevent infections caused by antibiotic tesistance, mis¡se
and oveLuse, to prevent antibiotic misuse and overuse itself in rnultiple health care setti¡gs, aucl
to optirrize antibiotic therapy. These trrr.ograms inclucle:

o 'rhe Hospital Value-basecl purchasing progtam and fho Hospital-Acquir.ccl conclitions
(HAC) r'ecluction prcgram, which link payrnent to rsduction of antibiotic-r.esista't
bacteria Iike Methicillin-r'e sistant.srap hylococcus ctureus and,closrridium tlfficile;

" CMS' Conditions of Participation, which require implementation of antibiotic
stewaldship in Medicar.e-palticipating long-term care facilities to be part of a
cornplehe'sive infèction control and prevention p|ogfam by Novetrrber 2017; ancl

. The Meritbased Incentive Program (MIp), which allows pr.oviders to repott on the
,appropriate use ofantibiotics for several conditions (uppel Respirator.y Infections in
childten, Diagnosis of Pharyngitis and B'onchitis treatment in Ádults) as a clinical
Plactice Improvernent Activity for 2017 .

The patlicipation aud engagement of cornmunity-based ploviders ale central to a comprehensive
approach to cornbating this serious issue within tlie health care systems that serve r¡illions of
patients thloughout the nation. As such, health centers ale in a unique position to eligagc
ptovidels and the patients and families they serve to promote and implàment antibioiic
flewa'dship proglarns in outpatient settings. we a'e asking you to wò¡k in pafinership with
cMS' Quality Innovation Network Quality Inrprovement organizations 1dm-qlos¡ìo employ
community-based strategies for irnplementing antibiotic stewardship based on the Centel.s foi.
Disease contuol and Prevention (cDC) core Elements of outpatieni Antibiotic stewar.dship.

cunently, as many as 83 health centels have already committed to working with the elN-elos,
lheil slate and local pattners in this effort. Health center leaders who have macle this còmrnitment
expressecl some of flie f'ollowing reasons as motívating factor.s for doing so:

o Recoguition ofthe gtowing ttu'eat of antirniclobial lesistanoe and a desir.e to get ahead
of thc problcm;
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n lJsing technioal assistance to help track ancl monitot antibiotic utilization and
prescribing plactices; and

" Regulatoly agency prepareclness (Joirf Commission, Family Centeted Medical Homo).

The QIN-QIOs ate leaders in health cale quality improvement across the nation ancl stand leacly
to assist health ceuteLs and the communities they serve in irnplementing antibiolio stewarclship in
their practice, We urgo you to sign up with QIN-QIOs and team with collabor.ating partners to
implement and spreacl cornplehensive autibiotic stewatdship.

Information on the QIN-QIO plogr.am is available at https:¿qigÈagt4nld¡rP. Infolnation on flre
Core Elements of Antibiotic Stewardship in Outpatient Settings is available at
liltt:s://r,vwq¡.cdc.pvlþlsnlz¡ff/conr rluniL-v/implovir.rr¡¡l.lrsçt:iUi!!?þerg:qlg!ç1ll!g!<lr,g:o_!.(r)4!þnt-
¡tç¡vaid,slU!r]ql.

Thank you for youl consitìeration of'this lequest.

úå Jr<
Dennis Wagnet, MPA
Director', Quality Implovement and Innovation Group, CMS

Paul McGann, MD
Chief Meclical Officel for Quality Lnpr.overnent, CMS

Macrae, MA, MPP
Associate Àdministrator, Bureau of Primary Health Care, HRSA




